 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ten Tips for Taking Better Photographs
Hi, I=m Kim Hill from CG Essentials.  In addition to creating digital scrapbook kits, I=m also a professional photographer.  I=ve come to share ten tips to help you take better photographs.

1.  The most important part of taking great photos is the lighting.  For example, bright sunlight from the side can enhance wrinkles or other imperfections. But the soft light of a cloudy day can subdue those same wrinkles. On a bright day, if the sun is behind your subject, your subject will be very dark as your camera=s light meter will meter on the brightness of the sun.  To compensate, you can either add the use of a flash, or you can simply move yourself and your subject to a location with less intense lighting behind them.  Conversely, if the sun is in front of your subject, he may squint or there may be harsh shadows under the chin.  Again, you can compensate for the shadows by using a flash, and you should turn your subject so that the sun is not blinding them.  For landscapes, try to take pictures early or late in the day when the light is orangish and rakes across the land.  It will produce a more dramatic effect.



2.  Know your flash range.  The number one flash mistake is taking pictures beyond the flash's range. Why is this a mistake? Because pictures taken beyond the maximum flash range will be too dark. For many cameras, the maximum flash range is less than fifteen feetCabout five steps away.  You can find your flash=s range in the user manual.  If you don=t know where that is, then position yourself so that your subjects are no farther than ten feet away.

3. Take charge of your subjects.  Making suggestions puts  you in charge of the outcome of your photos.  Suggest moving to a specific location, or perhaps suggest rearranging the group of people to be closer to one another, staggering heights, etc.  Suggest adding props such as everyone wearing hats or sunglasses.  You=ll get better photos by taking charge, while allowing your subjects some freedom to express themselves.

4.  Get down on their level.  When photographing children, animals and other small subjects, you=ll get much better photos if you get down to their level.  You may need to kneel or even lie down on your stomach.

5.  Place your subject off-center.  Most people tend to put their subjects in the center of the viewfinder.  Try focusing on your subject this way, then move the camera so that the subject it to the left or right of your viewfinder.  This is especially nice for landscapes with a dominating subject such as a lighthouse on the rocks.  Having the lighthouse in the center is fine, but moving it to the right of your viewfinder will make a stunning photograph.

6.  Try getting close to your subject.  You can create stunning photos by getting much closer than normal.  For instance, get really close to the blossom of a large sunflower.  You want to be close enough to see all the little details and nearly no background.  For people, if you get close to their face, you can see freckles, and perhaps even your own reflection in the subject=s eyes.

7.  Be aware of the background.  When taking pictures of people or animals, you=ll want to be aware of what is behind your subject.  For instance, let=s say we are taking pictures at a family reunion.  People are gathered at a patio table that has an umbrella.  Be aware of where the umbrella pole is positioned.  You may be surprised to see that it appears as though the pole is coming out of the top of someone=s head.  Not very attractive.  Also, very busy backgrounds can be a big distraction.  If you can, move your subject to a less distracting place and then take the photograph.

8.  Taking better portraits.  In order to get beautiful, flattering portraits, you will want to use diffused lighting, such as what you=ll get on a cloudy day.  You could also take portraits indoors in front of a window with lots of natural light.  If it is too bright, you could diffuse the window light by hanging a semi-sheer curtain.  Keep your background simple and not distracting. Move in close to your subject for an above-the-waist or head-and-shoulders composition. Position your camera at or slightly below your subject's eye level. Pay particular attention to the position of your subject=s hands and the angle of the head.  Position your subject=s body at 3/4 angle to the camera, have the subject turn his head directly toward the camera, and ask the subject to put his chin down just a bit.  Experiment with other poses such as having your subject=s back to you and then slightly turning head and shoulders to glance over at the camera.  

9.  Tell a story with photos.    Are you doing a remodeling project?  Why not capture the various stages with photos?  Take a few pictures before the project gets underway.  Then take some pictures as the project unfolds.  And also take some photos of the end result.

10.  Capturing the moments as they happen.  Getting great pictures as the events unfold can be quite challenging.  You are presented with a variety of variables that you=ll need to just deal with as best you can.  The lighting may not be the best, so use a flash.  The background may be distracting, so move in close to your subject.  If the subjects are busy moving a lot, be sure to take lots of photos at a faster shutter speed to ensure you get at least one decent photo.  Do the best you can to just relax and go with the flow.  Capturing these special moments is the most important part of great picture taking.

I hope you enjoyed these tips and tricks for taking better photos.  Stop on by www.cgessentials.com for your scrapbooking supplies, photoshop tutorials, and other fun links.

